






 CMAP Board. 

15 members, 

appointed by 

geography. 



 Working Committees. Open membership*, 

topically focused – 6 committees; over 100 

members. 
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 Local and Regional 

Coordinating Committees. 

Each with 7 Board members and 

6 working committee members. 



CMAP is the MPO for NE IL 

 

• Urban Boundaries & Functional Classification 

• Travel Demand Model & Traffic Projections 

• Develop regional Long Range Transportation Plan: 

GO TO 2040 

• Air Quality Conformity 

 



CMAP is the MPO for NE IL 

 

• Program federal funds via the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) 

• Program local STP (urban funds) through Council 

of Mayors 

• Directly program CMAQ 

• Monitor all other federal sources, regionally 

significant projects 

 



Core MPO Functions 

 

• Establish a setting 

• Identify and evaluate alternative transportation 

improvement options 

• Prepare and maintain a Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan (MTP) 

• Develop a Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP) 

• Involve the public 

Source:  FHWA-HEP-07-039 A Briefing Book for Transportation Decisionmakers, Officials, and Staff 

 

 



Core MPO Functions 

 

• Establish a setting: Establish and manage a fair and 

impartial setting for effective regional decision making 

in the metropolitan area. 

• Identify and evaluate alternative transportation 

improvement options: Use data and planning 

methods to generate and evaluate alternatives. 

Planning studies and evaluations are included in the 

Unified Planning Work Program or UPWP. 

 

 



Core MPO Functions 

 

• Prepare and maintain a Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan (MTP): Develop and update a 

long-range transportation plan for the metropolitan 

area covering a planning horizon of at least twenty 

years that fosters (1) mobility and access for people 

and goods, (2) efficient system performance and 

preservation, and (3) good quality of life.   

 

 



Core MPO Functions 

 

• Develop a Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP): Develop a short-range (four-year) program of 

transportation improvements based on the long-range 

transportation plan; the TIP should be designed to 

achieve the area's goals, using spending, regulating, 

operating, management, and financial tools.  

• Involve the public: Involve the general public and 

other affected constituencies in the four essential 

functions listed above. 

 

 



MPO Composition 



MPO Charge 

 

The MPO Policy Committee is designated by the 

governor of Illinois and northeastern Illinois local officials 

as the region's Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(MPO). It is the decision-making body for all regional 

transportation plans and programs for this area. The 

MPO Policy Committee plans, develops and maintains 

an affordable, safe and efficient transportation system 

for the region, providing the forum through which local 

decision makers develop regional plans and programs. 

 

 



The MPO and the CMAP Board 

On March 14, 2007, the MPO Policy Committee and the 

CMAP Board adopted a Memorandum of Understanding 

with regard to transportation planning and programming 

in Northeastern Illinois that has been re-affirmed 

annually. The agreement covers the working relationship 

between the two boards, whose responsibilities are 

defined in the Regional Planning Act and federal 

legislation. 

 

 



The Metropolitan Transportation Plan:  

GO TO 2040 

 

• Regional Comprehensive Plan:  

• Provides policy framework to meet locally determined vision for 2040 

• Guidance (not mandates) for local planning decisions 

• Long Range Transportation Plan 

• Meet future travel demand 

• Meet air quality standards 

• Fiscally constrained 

• Major Capital Projects (planned, progressing, meet constraint) 

• Unconstrained Projects (planned, but no funding) 

 

 



What is the TIP? 

 

• 4 year fiscally constrained program of funded 

projects, plus illustrative line items in out years 

• Federally funded or regionally significant projects 

within the CMAP Planning Area must be included 

in the TIP in order to receive authorization 

• TIP is incorporated into the STIP, which includes 

federally funded projects outside the MPO area 

• Routinely amended to reflect project changes 

submitted by implementers 

 

 































































































Funded through federal Partnership for 

Sustainable Communities, joint DOT-HUD-

EPA program 

Local Technical Assistance (LTA) Program 



Evaluation criteria include: 

- Alignment with GO TO 2040 

- Local need for assistance 

- Feasibility and ability to implement 

- Collaboration with other groups, including 

 neighboring governments and nongovermental 

 groups 

- Input from Counties, COGs, and City of Chicago 

- Geographic balance 

Local Technical Assistance (LTA) Program 




